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WELCOME
Welcome to the 2021 Betfred Super League season on behalf of us 
all at Wigan Warriors. 

Thank you for taking the time to read our 2021 media guide.

If you are writing any stories on Wigan Warriors, please let us know if we can help and if you 
have any suggestions for improvements we can make to the Club communications side. 

We know that some of you have seen and reported more Rugby League than anyone else 
on the planet, so we value your opinions and feedback on all the facets of Wigan Warriors’ 
media and communications operation and would welcome your thoughts. 

We look forward to working with you for what we are sure will be another thrilling Betfred 
Super League season. 

Thank you. 

Alastair Hancock 
Media and communications executive 
Wigan Warriors 



To our friends in the press and 
media, welcome to the 2021 
Betfred Super League season.  

It is so great to be back after a much-needed 
rest following the exploits of 2020.  

Before I express my hopes for the 2021 season, it 
is so important that we reflect on 2020. The year 
that put the world under so much stress. When 
things happen, you often reflect afterwards on 
things you could have done differently. I am not 
sure any Super League club would say that they 
would have done. We drove to work each 
morning not knowing what the day would hold. 
Our language expanded to accommodate words 
such as ‘furlough’ and ‘social distancing’. We 
learned that the true heroes in life are not the 
ones running around in playing kits, but the 
ones who put their lives at risk on a daily basis 
to keep us safe. I was so proud how the clubs 
came together to forget about the politics of 
home advantage and recovery times in between 
games and understood the ultimate priority was 
getting the games played.  

The Super League Board and the RFL worked so 
well to deliver the competitions and two 
outstanding cup finals. There were some 
unsung heroes in 2020 that most people in the 
game would not have heard of but who played 
pivotal roles in ensuring that the game survives. 
I know both Ralph Rimmer and Robert Elstone 
will not mind me singling out their people for 
praise. At the RFL, Karen Moorhouse, Samantha 
Allen, Gemma Phillips and Laura Fairbank 
ensured that the games were delivered in a safe 
manner and actually became industry leaders in 
how the sport approached the Covid-19 situa-
tion, winning many friends with Public Health 
England. At Super League, Rhodri Jones and 
Rob Porteous went above and beyond working 
outside of their job descriptions to get games 
played and satisfy Sky – our long-standing 
partner and their commercial contract. The 
Government loan was an incredible boost for the 
game and was achieved largely due to the 
importance that the sport has with its commu-
nity. We can never lose this relationship with our 
supporters. We who play and work for rugby 
clubs represent the people of hard-working 
towns. Without them, we are nothing.  

Of course, I have to talk about the Grand Final. 
What a game. It kept us all enthralled for 80 
minutes. With nothing to watch on TV, many 
fans watched the event for the first time and 
were blown away. I should have been sad having 
lost in such a way, but the truth is I wasn't. 
Losing is part of professional sport and you have 
to learn to win with humility and lose with 
dignity. I was very conscious, even immediately 
after the game that what I had just witnessed 
was a classic and with my bigger pitch hat on, it 
would have done the sport the world of good. Of 
course, we don’t like losing but we did it in the 
right manner. I sat in the changing rooms after 
the game with the players and had a beer and 
they were content with

the role that they played. I was proud to share that room with 
them. I would like to put on record how impressed I was with St 
Helens’ Jack Welsby. After 79 minutes, he found the strength and 
courage to chase the unthinkable. Fortune favours the brave. 
There is a lesson in there for us all.  

What are my hopes for 2021? For Wigan, I know we will compete. 
We have recruited a team of competitors. The elusive ingredient 
to success is that what sits underneath the shirt. I make no secret 
that it is a very important part of the Warriors DNA.  

We desperately need fans back in the stadium. Not just from a 
business point of view but because they bring so much to the 
sport. There is nothing better than stadiums full of Rugby League 
fans. The atmosphere, the banter and the energy that they bring 
into our grounds make us the sport we are. I long for the day to 
see a packed DW Stadium on a Good Friday. Wouldn't that be 
nice for everybody.  

From a game point of view, I want to read stories about people in 
kits, not people in suits. I want to know more about the players in 
our sport. The world of social media has put importance on speed 
rather than quality. I want to read and learn about the great 
characters in our sport. Too often in 2020 we read about stories 
leaked from boardrooms, which in most cases were unbalanced 
and from a one-sided point of view. We all know the importance 
of 2021 as we approach the end of the broadcasting deal and the 
huge event which is the World Cup. I would like to see a united 
sport. I would like to see top-drawer Super League games that 
provide Shaun Wane with the perfect build up to his World Cup 
campaign. I want us to build relationships with the press and 
media in the spirit of growth and togetherness rather than 
mistrust and anger.  

This year is such an important year for us all. Let's work together 
and enjoy it.  

Have a great one.

Kris Radlinski MBE   
Executive director  
Wigan Warriors 



After gaining work experience and helping the team as 
a media assistant since 2017, Alastair joined the Club 
full-time in August 2020 as media and communications 
executive. He graduated at the University of Salford with 
a First-Class Honours degree in Broadcast Journalism in 
June 2020 and has previously worked for the BBC, ITV, 
Manchester United, Reach plc and Newsquest. Alastair is 
responsible for running and managing the content on 
the Club’s website and social media channels. He is the 
main point of contact for any media enquiries.

Adrian is currently one year into his first full-time post in 
Rugby League, managing the marketing strategy across 
the Club. He has previously primarily worked in football, 
most notably as marketing manager at Preston North 
End and then as head of marketing and communica-
tions for Blackburn Rovers Community Trust, being part 
of award-winning teams at both clubs. He has also 
regularly combined a number of freelance broadcasting 
roles alongside his full-time employment, including a 
spell in the football commentary team for BBC Radio 
Lancashire and the stadium announcer’s role for a 
number of renowned clubs, including seven seasons in 
Super League with Salford Red Devils and an ongoing 
job-share arrangement for the same post at Preston 
North End.

Shane has been with Wigan Warriors for over two years, 
having joined in July 2018. He is responsible for creating 
digital content on the Club's website and social media 
platforms. Prior to joining Wigan, Shane built his 
knowledge both in and outside of sport. He gained his 
passion for sports media at Nottinghamshire County 
Cricket Club, working as a media assistant. Other 
previous experience includes stints with BBC Radio 
Cumbria, ITV Border and three years in digital 
marketing with agency Digitaloft and outdoor brand 
Craghoppers. 

Alastair Hancock
Media and communications executive 

07739519216 
a.hancock@wiganwarriors.com

WARRIORS MEDIA TEAM
Meet the team

Stewart is responsible for managing the Club’s on-de-
mand TV service, Wigan TV. He has worked with Wigan 
Warriors since the move to the then JJB Stadium in 
various roles including webmaster and matchday 
presenter. While retaining a working relationship with 
the Warriors, he spent seven years at Wigan Athletic 
from 2007-2014 being responsible for their video and 
other digital content which included six of their eight 
years in the Premier League and FA Cup triumph in 
2013. Stewart also spent five years as a presenter at Wish 
FM. He was responsible for anchoring their sports 
programmes and he presented regular slots including 
the evening show and weekend breakfast, as well as 
working on outside broadcasts and events. He returned 
to Wigan Warriors in 2014 to manage Wigan TV.

Stewart Frodsham 
Wigan TV video production manager

07809223297
s.frodsham@wiganwarriors.com

Adrian Ward
Marketing manager 

07833445780
a.ward@wiganwarriors.com 

Shane Dobbing
Digital content producer 

07867171747
s.dobbing@wiganwarriors.com



2021 SQUAD NUMBERS
Bevan French
Full back

Dom Manfredi
Winger

Zak Hardaker
Centre

Oliver Gildart
Centre

Liam Marshall
Winger

Jai Field
Half back

Thomas Leuluai
Half back

Brad Singleton
Prop forward

Sam Powell
Hooker

Joe Bullock 
Prop forward

Willie Isa
Second row

Liam Farrell
Second row

John Bateman
Forward

Oliver Partington
Prop forward

Morgan Smithies
Loose forward

Tony Clubb
Prop forward

Warriors
fans

Liam Byrne
Prop forward

Harry Smith
Half back

Ethan Havard
Prop forward

Jake Bibby
Centre

Mitch Clark
Prop forward

Chris Hankinson
Centre
on loan at 
London Broncos

Joe Shorrocks
Loose forward

Kai Pearce-Paul
Second row

Sam Halsall
Centre

James McDonnell
Second row

Umyla Hanley
Full back

Jackson Hastings
Half back

Ben Kilner
Prop forward

Amir Bourouh
Hooker
on loan at
Halifax Panthers
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2020 IN NUMBERS

THIRD LEAGUE LEADERS’ SHIELD
AFTER TOP OF TABLE FINISH 

To explore commercial opportunities please contact: 
Dan Burton (Commercial director) - d.burton@wiganwarriors.com  

Geoff Warburton (Sales director) - g.warburton@wiganwarriors.com 

FIVE ACADEMY GRADUATES 
MADE THEIR FIRST-TEAM DEBUT

SIGNINGS OF JOHN BATEMAN 
AND JAI FIELD ANNOUNCED, 

PLUS CONTRACT EXTENSIONS 
FOR BEVAN FRENCH AND 

JACKSON HASTINGS 

NEW BADGE LAUNCH DELIVERED 
A REACH OF 1.5M+ ACROSS CLUB 

SOCIAL MEDIACHANNELS 

YEAR-ON-YEAR INCREASE 
IN CUMULATIVE TV AUDIENCE 

12%
CUMULATIVE SOCIAL MEDIA 

FOLLOWER GROWTH 

QI MEDIA VALUE DELIVERED 
TO ON-KIT PARTNERS ACROSS 

TV AND PRESS 

NEW PARTNERSHIPS ANNOUNCED 
WITH IQONIQ AND DAVANTI TYRES 

BATEMAN FIELD

FRENCHHASTINGS

BEST PRE-CHRISTMAS RETAIL 
SALES IN ALMOST A DECADE 

INCLUDING A 200% 
YEAR-ON-YEAR GROWTH IN 

ONLINE ORDERS



WE ARE WIGAN WARRIORS

IDENTITY PEOPLE

VALUES

OUR BRAND

COMMUNICATION

We are WIGAN WARRIORS and this must be used in all communication. 
When answering the phone, in conversation, in producing written 
correspondence. This is a key component of ensuring that we have a 
strong and recognisable brand. Please avoid Wigan Warriors RL, 
Wigan RL, Wigan Rugby or any other variants that may have formed 
habits over time. Our new badge keeps things clean and simple 
and so should we. WE ARE WARRIORS

We are a winning team and rely 
on everybody playing their part. 
Clear goals, success and a fun and 
vibrant working environment is 
what we are about. Growth, 
development and reward are all 
part of the journey.

WE ARE 
COMMITTED TO 
BUILDING ON 
THE SUCCESS 
OF THE PAST 
THROUGH HARD 
WORK AND 
COMMITMENT

“

”

PROUD.
We value the history of the Club. 
We are committed to building on 
the success of the past through 
hard work and commitment
We inspire others with a thirst 
for excellence in all that we do

We care intensely about our club 
and its supporters

RESILIENT.
We trust in one another to give 
us the strength to enjoy the 
challenges that life brings

We say what we think, when it’s 
in the best interests of the Club

We make tough decisions when 
they are needed

We take smart risks and accept 
that we are open to possible 
failure

UNITED.
We understanding that every 
individual contributes to the 
success of the organisation

We accomplish amazing 
amounts of important work 
together

We demonstrate consistently 
strong performance and keep 
our standards high

We communicate clearly so 
everyone should feel included 
and supported by their team 
mates

We only say things about fellow 
employees that we would say to 
their face

We admit mistakes freely, openly 
and do not blame others

INSPIRATIONAL.
People look to this club for 
enjoyment, motivation and 
leadership. That is a privilege 
that drives us to do great things

We aim to get better every day in 
all we do

We create new ideas that enable 
us to continually progress

We challenge prevailing 
assumptions, and suggest better 
approaches

We question others’ actions that 
are inconsistent with our values

Informing
Entertaining
Participating
Educating

•
•
•
• ENGAGING POSITIVE INFLUENCERS 

INCLUSIVE AND PROFESSIONAL TONE

MARKET OUR MARQUEE PLAYERS

ENTERTAINMENT

HUMOUR

Our brand is precious and we 
need everybody to be 

accountable. We need to take 
responsibility for all our actions 
and do the right thing for this 

outstanding club. We take 
care of problems, small or 

large. We never think “that’s 
not my job”. We follow our 

values, work together and take 
an immense sense of pride in 

everything that we do. We 
want our club and brand to be 

recognised as one of the 
strongest identities in sport.

GIVING FANS A VOICE



2021 SQUAD NUMBERS

BEVAN FRENCH
Sponsored by
Master Lock and Safe

No.1

FACT FILE

Position: Full back 

Date of birth: 04/01/1996

Heritage number: 1098

Height: 5ft 9

Weight: 86kg

Previous club: Parramatta Eels

Representative honours: NRL Indigenous All Stars 

Wigan Debut: vs Hull KR (H), wing (sub), won 36-18 

at DW Stadium, 09/08/19

PROFILE

• Born in Tingha, New South Wales, French is of Indigenous
Australian descent and played his junior rugby league for
Tingha Tigers RLFC.

• He is the nephew of former Australian international and St
George Illawarra Dragons and Hull FC winger Nathan
Blacklock.

• A noted finisher, French made 47 appearances for
Parramatta Eels since his debut in May 2016 and scored 35
tries overall.

• The Australian back also represented the Indigenous All
Stars in 2017.

• He joined Wigan halfway through the 2019 season after
being granted a release from Parramatta.

• French made his debut for Wigan as he came off the bench
in the 36-18 win over Hull KR at the DW Stadium on 9th
August and scored a try on his first start for the Club a
week later in the victory against Warrington Wolves.

• He went on to play eight times for the Warriors in 2019 and
scored six tries.

• French became top try scorer for Wigan in the 2020 season,
touching down 17 tries in 21 games in all competitions.

• Alongside fellow Warrior Liam Farrell, he was named in the
2020 Betfred Super League Dream Team at full back.

• The Australian helped Wigan to secure silverware in 2020,
clinching the League Leaders’ Shield following a win in the
final regular season round over Huddersfield Giants.

• After an outstanding 2020 season, French was awarded
Players’ Player of the Year and Player of the Year in the
Club’s End of Season Awards.

• He was also named the Rugby League Writers’ and Broad-
casters’ Association Player of the Year for 2020 and short-
listed for the 2020 Steve Prescott Man of Steel.

• The 25-year-old signed a new deal at the end of the 2020
season to remain with the Warriors for 2021 and he heads
into the new campaign with the No.1 jersey.

Renowned for his electric pace and dancing feet, Bevan 
French can play a variety of positions in the backline and 
in the halves.

HONOURS

League Leaders’ Shield: 2020 

Super League Dream Team: 2020 



2021 SQUAD NUMBERS

DOM MANFREDI
Sponsored by
Brockwells Forestry 

No.2

FACT FILE

Position: Winger

Date of birth: 01/10/1993

Heritage number: 1051

Height: 6ft

Weight: 94kg

Previous club: Wigan Academy (Leigh Miners ARLFC) 

Wigan Debut: vs Hull FC (H), wing, lost 33-34 at DW 

Stadium, 03/08/2013

PROFILE

• Played as a junior for Leigh Miners ARLFC before joining
the Wigan Academy at the age of 14.

• Spent a brief spell on loan at Salford Red Devils in 2014,
scoring two tries in his only appearance for the Club.

• Scored back-to-back hat-tricks in April 2015 in Super
League wins over Catalans Dragons and Warrington.

• Scored a try in the 2015 Grand Final loss to Leeds Rhinos.

• Named in the 2016 Super League Dream Team.

• Picked up a knee injury against Castleford in August 2016,
which cut short his season and in a run of bad luck he
picked up another injury on his return to the Reserves side
in August 2017.

• A pacey winger who has explosive power and a silky
technique to beat any defence on their own line, as seen in
the victory vs Warrington in September 2018 when he
made his comeback with two tries.

• Signed a new three-year deal with Wigan ahead of the 2019
season.

• In more bad luck, he suffered another anterior cruciate
ligament injury – this time to his other knee as opposed to
the previous two injuries, in a defeat to Castleford Tigers in
April 2019.

• In 2020 Manfredi made 11 appearances, scoring three tries
across a disjointed season. The winger’s season was cut
short through injury, ruling him out of the Play-Offs and
the Grand Final vs St Helens.

An inspirational Warrior who returned after two years out 
with injury setbacks to score a brace in the 2018 Grand 
Final win against Warrington Wolves.

HONOURS

Super League: 2016, 2018 GFs

Super League Dream Team: 2016

League Leaders’ Shield: 2020



2021 SQUAD NUMBERS

ZAK HARDAKER
Sponsored by
Sunbelt Rentals

No.3

FACT FILE

Position: Centre / Full back

Date of birth: 17/10/1991

Heritage number: 1090

Height: 6ft 1 

Weight: 93kg

Previous club: Castleford Tigers 

Representative honours: Great Britain, England, 

England Knights

Wigan Debut: vs St Helens (A), full back (two goals), lost 

22-12 at the Totally Wicked Stadium, 31/01/2019 

PROFILE

• Hardaker signed a four-year deal with Wigan in May 2018,
starting from 2019.

• He is a versatile player who can operate at centre, full back
or on the wing.

• He has previously played for Featherstone Rovers, Leeds
Rhinos, Penrith Panthers and Castleford Tigers.

• Internationally, Hardaker has represented England Knights
(2012-2013) and England (2012-2015).

• He is a double Grand Final winner (2011 and 2012), double
Challenge Cup winner (2014 and 2015) and double League
Leaders’ Shield winner (2015 and 2017).

• The full back was named the 2012 Super League Young
Player of the Year whilst at Leeds and named the 2015
Super League Man of Steel after a stellar season at the
Rhinos.

• After stints with Penrith Panthers and Castleford Tigers,
Hardaker joined Wigan in 2019 and went on to make 32
appearances in his debut season, scoring 12 tries, convert-
ing 97 goals and one drop goal.

• An impressive 2019 campaign saw him called up to the
Great Britain Lions squad for the Tour of New Zealand and
Papua New Guinea, where he played two of the four
matches.

• Shifting from full back to centre, Hardaker produced
another impressive campaign for Wigan in 2020, appearing
20 times, scoring five tries and kicking 72 goals in all
competitions.

• Hardaker was a consistent performer in Wigan’s League
Leaders’ Shield winning side of 2020.

A highly decorated player who was Wigan’s Player of the 
Season, Players’ Player of the Season and Community 
Player of the Season in 2019.

HONOURS

World Club Challenge: 2012

Super League: 2011, 2012, 2015 GFs

Challenge Cup: 2014, 2015

League Leaders’ Shield: 2015, 2017, 2020

Super League Man of Steel: 2015

Super League Dream Team: 2014, 2015, 2017



2021 SQUAD NUMBERS

OLIVER GILDART
Sponsored by
Birch Developments LTD

No.4

FACT FILE

Position: Centre

Date of birth: 06/08/1996

Heritage number: 1063

Height: 6ft

Weight: 87kg

Previous club: Wigan Academy (Wigan St. Patricks 

ARLFC)

Representative honours: Great Britain, England, 

England Knights

Wigan Debut: vs Warrington (A), centre (one try), won 

28-0 at Halliwell Jones Stadium, 21/08/2015

PROFILE

• Son of Ian who made 139 appearances for the Wigan Club
from 1986 to 1993.

• A product of the Wigan Academy after joining the Club
aged 15.

• Played and scored in the 2014 Academy Grand Final win
over Warrington Wolves and represented England at
Academy level in the same year.

• Spent time on loan at Salford Red Devils and on dual
registration with Workington Town in 2015, before a
try-scoring debut for Wigan at Warrington in August.

• Played in the 2015 Grand Final in just his seventh first team
appearance.

• Member and scorer in the 2016 Grand Final winning team
at the age of 20.

• Played and scored in the 2017 World Club Challenge win
over Cronulla Sharks.

• Overcame a back injury to score 15 tries in 20 games and
won the 2017 Super League Young Player of the Year
Award.

• Scored 13 tries in 28 games in the 2018 campaign.

• Won the 2018 Try of the Year at the End of Season Awards
for his eye-catching effort against St Helens in August.

• Won his second Grand Final ring in three years after the
2018 triumph against Warrington.

• Excellent performances in 2018 led to him being named in
the England squad for the three-match series against New
Zealand.

• Won the 2018 Baskerville Shield after the 2-1 series victory
against the Kiwis and played in all three games, scoring the
winning try on his debut in the first Test.

• Consistent performances in 2019, including 12 tries in 34
games, saw him called up to the Great Britain Lions squad
for the Tour of New Zealand and Papua New Guinea, where
he played one Test match.

• After missing the first half of the 2020 season through a
shoulder injury, Gildart became a key part of the 2020
League Leaders’ Shield winning team, appearing nine
times and scoring five tries in all competitions.

A man for the big occasion and renowned for showing a 
quick turn of pace to cross the whitewash, Gildart played 
a key part in Wigan’s 2020 League Leaders’ Shield 
winning side.

HONOURS

World Club Challenge: 2017

Super League: 2016, 2018 GFs

Super League Young Player of the Year: 2017

League Leaders’ Shield: 2020



2021 SQUAD NUMBERS

LIAM MARSHALL
Sponsored by
Metro Rod Mid Lancs LTD

No.5

FACT FILE

Position: Winger

Date of birth: 09/05/1996

Heritage number: 1075

Height: 5ft 10

Weight: 91.3kg

Previous club: Wigan Academy (Wigan St. Patricks ARLFC) 

Wigan Debut: vs Leigh Centurions (H), wing, won 20-0 

at DW Stadium, 03/03/2017

PROFILE

• Marshall is a former Wigan Academy player who played for
the Reserves side in 2016. He also played for Swinton Lions
in the Championship in 2016, scoring 20 tries in 22 appear-
ances.

• The winger was handed a professional contract with Wigan
ahead of the 2017 season and he had a dream debut
campaign, playing 24 times, scoring 23 tries and being
named joint Wigan Warriors Young Player of the Year.

• Marshall made his first major final appearance in the 2017
Challenge Cup Final against Hull FC at Wembley Stadium.

• He signed a new four-year contract in April 2018 after a
string of stand-out performances. Overall, in that year, he
scored 16 tries in 21 games, but his season was cut short
after picking up an ACL injury in August.

• He returned to the side in 2019, becoming Wigan’s top try
scorer for the season with 17 in 24 games.

• Marshall had a bright start to 2020, but his season was cut
short with a knee ligament injury sustained vs Castleford in
late August. He appeared ten times, scoring six tries.

Renowned for his acrobatic diving style when scoring 
tries, Liam Marshall is an entertainer on the pitch after 
scoring 63 tries in 80 appearances in the first team.

HONOURS

Super League: 2018

League Leaders’ Shield: 2020



2021 SQUAD NUMBERS

JAI FIELD “Jay” 
Sponsored by
LDL Lighting

No.6

FACT FILE
Position: Half back / Full back 

Date of birth: 06/09/1997 

Heritage number:
Height: 5ft 9

Weight: 85kg

Previous club: Parramatta Eels 

PROFILE

• Field, born in Wollongong, New South Wales, can play at
half back or full back and has made 17 appearances in the
NRL.

• Noted for his dazzling feet and quick turn of pace, Field
was praised for his stand-out performances Down Under.

• After playing 11 games for St. George Illawarra between
2017 and 2019, he joined Parramatta Eels in 2020 where he
made six appearances.

• It was announced Field had signed for Wigan Warriors on
9th November 2020 on a two-year deal starting from 2021.

• Ahead of the 2021 season, the 23-year-old was assigned the
No.6 jersey as his squad number for the upcoming season.

Known for his lightning quick feet and tricky ball skills, 
Field began his career at St George Illawarra before 
moving to Parramatta Eels.



HONOURS

World Club Challenge: 2017

Super League: 2010, 2018 GFs

Challenge Cup: 2011
League Leaders’ Shield: 2010, 2012, 2020

Harry Sunderland Trophy: 2010 

World Cup Winner: 2008

Four Nations Winner: 2010

2021 SQUAD NUMBERS

THOMAS LEULUAI 
Sponsored by
Chris & Nicola Martindale 

No.7

FACT FILE

Position: Scrum half / hooker

Date of birth: 22/06/1985

Heritage number: 997

Height: 5ft 8 

Weight: 91.4kg

Previous club: New Zealand Warriors

Representative honours: New Zealand

Wigan Debut: vs Warrington Wolves (H), scrum half, lost 

10-16 at DW Stadium, 08/02/2007

PROFILE

• Tommy is the son of former Hull FC and New Zealand
player James Leuluai.

• He made his NRL debut for New Zealand Warriors in May
2003, becoming the youngest player to ever play for the
Club.

• He made his debut for the Kiwis aged just 18 in 2003,
becoming the second youngest player to represent New
Zealand.

• Leuluai joined London Broncos (formally known as
Harlequins RL) in 2005, making 40 appearances for the
Club.

• The half back signed for Wigan ahead of the 2007 season.

• He won the 2010 League Leaders’ Shield and the 2010
Grand Final with the Warriors.

• Leuluai is a Harry Sunderland Trophy Winner for his Man of
the Match performance in the 2010 Grand Final against St
Helens.

• Leuluai scored a crucial try in the 2011 Challenge Cup Final
win over Leeds Rhinos.

• He helped Wigan to the League Leaders’ Shield in his final
year at the Club in 2012, having played 189 games and
amassing 60 tries.

• He re-joined New Zealand Warriors in 2013 and stayed
there for four years, playing 64 game.

• The scrum half returned to Wigan in 2017 and helped the
Club win the World Club Challenge against Cronulla
Sharks.

• He scored the first try in the 14-0 Super League Semi-Final
win over Castleford in 2018 and claimed his second Grand
Final Winners ring after the victory against Warrington
Wolves.

• In 2019, he played 32 games under Adrian Lam, scoring five
tries.

• 2020 proved another exemplary season for the evergreen
Kiwi, appearing 19 times and scoring one try. In the
absence of Club skipper Sean O’Loughlin, Leuluai
captained the side to their 2020 League Leaders’ Shield
victory.

Renowned for a huge hit, Kiwi Tommy Leuluai is one of 
Wigan’s most experienced players in the 2020 squad as 
he enters his 10th year with the Warriors.



HONOURS

Super League: 2015, 2017 GFs

Challenge Cup: 2015

League Leaders’ Shield: 2015, 2020

2021 SQUAD NUMBERS

BRAD SINGLETON 
Sponsored by
SJ Specialist Cars

No.8

FACT FILE

Position: Prop forward

Date of birth: 29/10/1992

Heritage number: 1110
Height: 6ft 2 

Weight: 108kg

Previous club: Toronto Wolfpack

Representative honours: England Schoolboys, Ireland RL

Wigan Debut: vs Warrington Wolves (A), sub, won 14-18, 

at Emerald Headingley Stadium, 09/10/2020

PROFILE

• A tough and uncompromising forward, Singleton is well
regarded for his never-say-die attitude.

• He has previously played for Toronto Wolfpack, Leeds
Rhinos as well as loan spells with Featherstone Rovers,
Dewsbury Rams, Wakefield Trinity and dual registration for
Hunslet.

• Internationally, Singleton has represented Ireland,
appearing in the 2017 World Cup.

• He is a double Grand Final winner (2015 and 2017),
Challenge Cup winner (2015) and League Leaders’ Shield
winner (2015).

• Singleton made four appearances for Toronto at the start of
the 2020 season, including the 32-10 defeat to Wigan in
February. However, a serious knee injury saw Singleton
side-lined for four months.

• Signing an immediate three-year deal with Wigan in
September 2020, Singleton made six appearances and
became a crucial part of the Warriors side that achieved
the League Leaders’ Shield success.

A highly decorated player who has picked up all the 
domestic major trophies in his career so far.



HONOURS

World Club Challenge: 2017

Super League: 2016, 2018 GFs

League Leaders’ Shield: 2012 (one appearance), 2020

2021 SQUAD NUMBERS

SAM POWELL
Sponsored by
Evergreen Accountants 

No.9

FACT FILE

Position: Hooker / Scrum half

Date of birth: 03/07/1992

Heritage number: 1041

Height: 5ft 9

Weight: 89.9kg

Previous club: Wigan Academy (Wigan St. Patricks 

ARLFC)

Representative honours: England Knights

Wigan Debut: vs Hull FC (H), scrum half (one try), won 

48-10 at DW Stadium, 03/08/2012

PROFILE

• A versatile player who is equally competent at hooker or
half back, as seen in 2016 when he was named Players’
Player of the Year after standing in at nine for much of the
year.

• Joined Wigan at the age of 16 from Wigan St. Patricks
ARLFC.

• Spent four years in the Club’s Academy and played a
starring role in the 2011 Academy Grand Final win over
Warrington Wolves.

• Made his first team debut in August 2012, scoring a try in a
win over Hull FC.

• Held down a regular spot in the first team during 2014 and
signed a new long-term deal with the Club on the eve of
the 2015 season.

• Won the Super League Grand Final at the third attempt in
2016.

• Started at hooker in the 2017 World Club Challenge win
over Cronulla Sharks and featured off the bench in the 2017
Challenge Cup Final vs Hull FC.

• Won his second Grand Final ring after starting at hooker
against Warrington in 2018.

• Selected for the 2018 England Knights’ Tour of Papa New
Guinea and played in both games, five years after his last
appearance when he scored two tries against Samoa.

• Signed a new three-year contract in December 2018.

• Played 27 times under Adrian Lam in 2019, playing a key
role in the centre of Wigan’s defence and attack.

• Was called up to the England Knights squad in October
and started in the 38-6 win in the international fixture win
over Jamaica.

• An ever-present in the League Leaders’ Shield winning side
of 2020, Powell made 18 appearances, scoring an
impressive 12 tries in all competitions.

One of Wigan’s hardcore players in the middle of the 
field, Sam Powell is a double Super League winner after 
triumphs in 2016 and 2018.



HONOURS

League Leaders’ Shield: 2020

2021 SQUAD NUMBERS

JOE BULLOCK
Sponsored by
MCC Warrington 

No.10

FACT FILE

Position: Prop forward

Date of birth: 27/11/1992

Heritage number: 1091

Height: 6ft 3

Weight: 110.6kg

Previous club: Barrow Raiders 

Representative honours:
Wigan Debut: vs St Helens (A), sub, lost 22-12 at the 

Totally Wicked Stadium, 31/01/2019

PROFILE

• Learned his trade with Blackpool Scorpions and had a
short spell as a junior with Leigh Centurions before joining
Wigan’s Academy.

• Originally played as a winger but has since made the
transition to a prop forward.

• After leaving Wigan in 2012, he returned to Leigh for three
years before moving to Barrow Raiders.

• Excelled at Barrow where he was nominated for the
League One Player of the Year in 2017.

• His impressive form in the Championship in 2018 led to him
signing a deal for 2019 with Wigan.

• Had a strong first season for the Warriors, playing 23 times
under Adrian Lam – including the historic Super League
encounter with Catalans Dragons at Barcelona’s Camp
Nou.

• Bullock’s performances caught the eye of England’s
Performance Knights Squad coaches and he was called up
to the squad in March 2019 for the first time. However, after
a positive start to his Wigan career, a knee ligament injury
cut short his season in July 2019.

• His second season brought his first silverware with Wigan
in 2020. Bullock made 16 appearances and scored one try
in the League Leaders’ Shield lifting campaign.

A former outside back in the Wigan Academy, Bullock 
returned to the Club in 2019 and has played 39 games 
overall in the first team.



HONOURS

Super League: 2016 GF, 2018

League Leaders’ Shield: 2020

2021 SQUAD NUMBERS

WILLIE ISA
Sponsored by
Bithells Waste Management 

No.11

FACT FILE

Position: Second row

Date of birth: 01/01/1989

Heritage number: 1064

Height: 5ft 11

Weight: 90.9kg

Previous club: Widnes Vikings

Representative honours: Samoa

Wigan Debut: vs Catalans Dragons (H), second row, won 

12-6 at DW Stadium, 05/02/2016

PROFILE

• Born in Auckland and represented the Australian
Schoolboys at Under-15s level.

• Played for New South Wales Under-17s and later went on to
make his senior debut for Penrith Panthers aged 19 in
2008.

• Joined Melbourne Storm for the 2009 and 2010 seasons.

• Moved to Castleford Tigers for one season in 2011 but was
restricted to just nine appearances owing to injury.

• Joined Widnes Vikings for the 2012 campaign and soon
became a regular, making 85 appearances in four years.

• Signed for Wigan ahead of the 2016 season and made 30
appearances, including the Grand Final win over
Warrington Wolves.

• Played in the 2017 Challenge Cup Final against Hull FC at
Wembley Stadium.

• Featured 29 times for Wigan in 2018 but missed out on the
17-man squad for the Grand Final against Warrington at
Old Trafford.

• Played in all 34 games for Adrian Lam in 2019, including the
record Super League encounter against Catalans Dragons
at Barcelona’s Camp Nou.

• A Liverpool FC fan at heart, Isa scored a try at The Kop end
at Anfield in the Dacia Magic Weekend clash with
Warrington in May 2019.

• A consistent performer at second row in 2020, Isa made the
joint highest appearances in the squad (21) and scored two
tries in a season that saw the Warriors lift the League
Leaders’ Shield.

A former winger who is now a backbone in the forward 
positions and known for his industrious carries.



HONOURS

World Club Challenge: 2017

Super League: 2010, 2013, 2016, 2018 GFs

Challenge Cup: 2011, 2013 

League Leaders’ Shield: 2010, 2012, 2020 

2021 SQUAD NUMBERS

LIAM FARRELL
Sponsored by
Pure Technology Group 

No.12

FACT FILE

Position: Second row

Date of birth: 02/07/1990

Heritage number: 1017

Height: 6ft

Weight: 96kg 
Previous club: Wigan Academy (Wigan St. Patricks 

ARLFC)

Representative honours: England, England Knights

Wigan Debut: vs Wakefield (H), sub (one try), won 54-4 at 

DW Stadium, 05/04/2010

PROFILE

• A product of the Wigan academy having played for the
Club’s Under-18s and Under-20s teams.

• Liam is a distant cousin to Wigan legend Andy Farrell and
brother to ex-Warrior Connor.

• Made his debut in 2010 and went on to complete a dream
first season playing 23 games, including the Grand Final win
over St Helens.

• His 80th minute match-winning try in the Good Friday derby
against St Helens in 2010 will be part of club folklore.

• A double Challenge Cup winner with Wigan – in 2011 (vs
Leeds Rhinos) and 2013 (vs Hull FC).

• Won the League Leaders’ Shield with the Warriors in 2010
and 2012.

• A four-time Grand Final winner with Wigan (2010 vs St
Helens and 2013, 2016, 2018 vs Warrington Wolves).

• Played twice for England at the 2013 World Cup and was an
ever-present in the 2014 Four Nations Series.

• A Harry Sunderland Trophy winner after he returned from
injury to play an instrumental part in the 2016 Grand Final.

• Was part of the 2017 World Club Challenge squad that beat
Cronulla Sharks at the DW Stadium.

• Played 17 games and scored eight tries in 2019 under Adrian
Lam – a season which saw him being named in the Super
League Dream Team for the second time in his career (2015
was his first time).

• The 2020 season marked Farrell’s testimonial year for Wigan.
The Warriors took on Leeds Rhinos in his testimonial friendly
fixture, taking place at the DW Stadium ahead of the
Betfred Super League season at the end of January.

• A fantastic 2020 campaign lay ahead for the second row,
who appeared 21 times for Wigan, scoring ten tries – helping
the Warriors clinch their first silverware since 2018, lifting the
League Leaders’ Shield.

• Farrell was awarded for his individual performances, being
named in the 2020 Betfred Super League Dream Team
alongside teammate Bevan French. Farrell also earned a
place in the shortlist for the 2020 Steve Prescott Man of
Steel.

• He was awarded the Coach’s Player of the Year by Adrian
Lam at Wigan’s 2020 End of Season Awards evening, as Lam
highlighted the Englishman’s professionalism on and off the
field in a challenging season for all.

A one-club man who has had a glittering career so far – 
winning all there is to claim in the game – and is now one 
of the key leaders in the Wigan squad.



2021 SQUAD NUMBERS

JOHN BATEMAN 
Sponsored by
Cheshire Wealth Partnership 

No.13

FACT FILE
Position: Forward / Centre

Date of birth: 30/09/1993

Heritage number: 1056

Height: 6ft

Weight: 96kg 
Previous club: Canberra Raiders

Representative honours: Great Britain, England      

Wigan Debut: vs Sydney Roosters (A), interchange, lost 

36-14 at the Allianz Stadium, Sydney, 22/02/2014

HONOURS
Word Club Challenge: 2017

Super League: 2016, 2018 GFs

Super League Dream Team: 2018    
Dally M Second Rower of the Year: 2019

• Born in 1993, Bateman started playing Rugby League for
amateur club Bradford Dudley Hill.

• He went on to join his hometown club, Bradford Bulls, where
he made 35 appearances and scored nine tries between 2011
and 2013. Incidentally, his first Super League try came
against Wigan in 2011.

• In 2014, he joined Wigan and made his debut against Sydney
Roosters in the World Club Challenge.

• In his first five years at the Club, Bateman went on to make
132 appearances for the Warriors – scoring 35 tries.

• Between 2014 and 2018, Bateman became a double Super
League Grand Final (2016 and 2018) winner and was part of
the historic 2017 World Club Challenge winning team that
beat Cronulla Sharks.

• The second row was named in the 2018 Super League Dream
Team and was shortlisted for the 2018 Steve Prescott Man of
Steel. At Wigan's End of Season Dinner, Bateman was
awarded the Players' Player of the Year and Player of the
Year.

• In 2019, he joined NRL side Canberra Raiders and went on to
play 23 games – winning 17 of those, scoring five tries and
making 820 tackles overall.

• The forward inspired Canberra to the 2019 NRL Grand Final
where he played at second row against Sydney Roosters.

• At the end of 2019, Bateman was named the Dally M second
row of the year and was shortlisted for the 2019 Golden Boot
– the only British nominee for the award.

• Internationally, the 27-year-old has represented England 16
times – including games at the 2017 World Cup. Bateman
represented Great Britain for the first time in the 2019 Lions
Tour of New Zealand and Papua New Guinea – playing in all
four games and scoring one try.

• On 3rd July 2020 it was announced that Bateman would
return to England for a second stint with Wigan, signing on a
four-year deal.

PROFILE

A proven and respected performer in both 
hemispheres - after leaving Wigan for two years to play 
in the NRL, Bateman returned and re-signed for the 
Warriors ahead of the 2021 season on a four-year deal.



HONOURS

Super League: 2018

League Leaders’ Shield: 2020

2021 SQUAD NUMBERS

OLIVER PARTINGTON
Sponsored by
JD Ceramics Northwest Ltd  

No.14

FACT FILE

Position: Prop forward

Date of birth: 03/09/1998

Heritage number: 1089

Height: 5ft 11

Weight: 95.4kg

Previous club: Wigan Academy (Orrell St. James ARLFC)

Representative honours: England Knights

Wigan Debut: vs Castleford Tigers (H), sub, won 24-22 at 

DW Stadium, 10/08/2018

PROFILE

• A local prop forward who came through the Wigan
Academy system.

• An Academy Grand Final winner after starting at prop in the
2017 Final against Castleford Tigers at the DW Stadium.

• The Wiganer was handed a professional deal with Wigan
ahead of the 2018 season and he went on to make his first
team debut in a Super League win against Castleford in
August that year. He played five times for the Warriors in the
2018 campaign, whilst also featuring in games in the
Championship on dual registration at Swinton Lions.

• 2019 went up a gear for Partington as he made 22
appearances under Adrian Lam. He scored two tries during
the campaign – and they both came within two weeks of
each other – the first in a 23-14 win away at Leeds Rhinos,
before the second in front of the South Stand at the DW
Stadium in a victory over Salford Red Devils.

• Partington signed a new four-year deal with Wigan during
the 2019 season.

• His sensational debut season in the first team saw him win
the Young Player of the Year Award, alongside fellow
youngster Morgan Smithies, at the Club’s End of Season
Awards Dinner.

• Having represented England at youth level in the past,
Partington was called up to the England Knights squad for
the first time in 2019 and started at prop in the 38-6
international fixture win over Jamaica in October.

• Partington continued to prove his worth in 2020, making 17
appearances and scoring one try, helping Wigan to lift their
first League Leaders’ Shield since 2012.

Renowned for his no-nonsense play and tough tackling, 
Partington burst on to the scene in 2018 and has since 
cemented his place in the first team squad – playing 45 
games overall so far.



2021 SQUAD NUMBERS

MORGAN SMITHIES 
Sponsored by
CJS Plumbing and Heating

No.15

FACT FILE
Position: Loose forward 

Date of birth: 07/11/2000

Heritage number: 1094

Height: 6ft 1

Weight: 100.4kg 

Previous club: Wigan Academy (Siddal ARLFC) 
Representative honours: England Knights

Wigan Debut: vs Catalans Dragons (H), loose forward 

(sub), won 42-0 at the DW Stadium, 31/03/2019

HONOURS

League Leaders’ Shield: 2020

PROFILE

• Born in Halifax, Smithies learned his Rugby League trade as
he played for amateur club Siddal ARLFC.

• The youngster caught the eye of former Warriors Yorkshire
scout Tom Bickerton in 2015, as he went on to join the Wigan
Scholarship system.

• Smithies settled impressively into the Wigan Academy,
whilst also representing England at youth level.

• After winning the 2017 Wigan Warriors Under-16’s Players of
the Year Award, the loose forward added an Under-19s Grand
Final winners medal in 2018.

• Whilst having a taste of playing at the DW Stadium,
Smithies inspired his team with a Man of the Match
performance in Wigan’s then record ninth Academy Grand
Final win in 11 years.

• In his first year overall at Under-19s level, Smithies made 22
appearances and scored three tries.

• His rapid progression saw him called up to the first team
aged 18 as he made his debut for the Club in a 42-0 home
win against Catalans Dragons in March 2019. Smithies
became the first player born in the current century to play
for the Club.

• The Yorkshireman went on to make 23 appearances for
Wigan in 2019 and he scored his first try for the Club in the
final round of the regular season against Castleford Tigers at
the DW Stadium.

• He signed a new four-year deal with Wigan during the 2019
campaign.

• His outstanding debut season in the first team saw him
shortlisted for the Super League Young Player of the Year
Award, as well as winning the Young Player of the Year
Award, alongside fellow young teammate Ollie Partington,
at the Club’s End of Season Awards Dinner.

• He was rewarded with a call up to the England Knights
squad for the first time in 2019 and started at loose forward
in the 38-6 international fixture win over Jamaica in October.

• Another successful season followed for Smithies in 2020, and
one that would see him lift his first silverware in the
professional game. Making 16 appearances in total, the
dynamic back rower helped Wigan to their first League
Leaders’ Shield since 2012.

A hugely talented loose forward who broke the record for 
the number of tackles made by a player in the Super 
League era – making a remarkable 72 tackles in a Play-Off 
win against Salford Red Devils in September 2019.



HONOURS

World Club Challenge: 2017

Super League: 2016, 2018 GFs

League Leaders’ Shield: 2020

2021 SQUAD NUMBERS

TONY CLUBB 
Sponsored by
MA Brickworks Ltd

No.17

FACT FILE

Position: Prop forward

Date of birth: 12/06/1987

Heritage number: 1053

Height: 6ft 2

Weight: 111.2kg 

Previous club: London Broncos

Representative honours: England

Wigan Debut: vs Huddersfield (H), second row, lost 8-24 

at DW Stadium, 07/02/2014

PROFILE

• Having started out at centre, Kent-born Clubb made his
Super League debut in 2006 for London Broncos (formally
known as Harlequins RL) and was made club captain in 2013.

• He played over 150 games for the London club, scoring 47
tries before joining Wigan ahead of the 2014 season.

• Scored four tries for England, whilst at centre in the Four
Nations win over Papua New Guinea in 2010.

• Played in the 2017 World Cup Challenge win vs Cronulla
Sharks.

• Came off the bench in the 2018 Grand Final win against
Warrington Wolves, after making 32 appearances
throughout the campaign.

• Made 25 appearances under Adrian Lam in 2019, scoring
three tries – one of which came 40 metres from the
whitewash as Clubb picked up a loose ball and famously ran
towards the corner in front of the Cherry and White away
fans to seal victory for the Warriors.

• Following injury disruption in the early stages of the 2020
season, Clubb regained fitness and a spot in the matchday
squad for the business end to the season. Making ten
appearances in total, Clubb’s experience helped Wigan to
the League Leaders’ Shield victory.

Tony Clubb has carved out a reputation for being a tough 
and uncompromising forward, no more so emphasised 
than in 2017 when he returned to play against Widnes in 
the Super League, 58 days after having one of his kidney’s 
removed.



2021 SQUAD NUMBERS

WARRIORS FANS

No.18

The supporters are the Club’s 18th man and will play 
another big part in getting behind the side again in 2021.

The Club initiated this idea in 2008 and it is a way to 
recognise the fans valued and loyal support.

THE LOYAL WIGAN WARRIORS FANS 
ARE AWARDED THE SQUAD NO.18 EVERY 
SEASON FOR THEIR MAGNIFICENT 
SUPPORT OF THE CHERRY AND WHITES.



HONOURS

League Leaders’ Shield: 2020

2021 SQUAD NUMBERS

LIAM BYRNE 
Sponsored by
Adele Carr
Financial Recruitment 

No.19

FACT FILE

Position: Prop forward

Date of birth: 18/08/1999

Heritage number: 1092

Height: 6ft 2 

Weight: 113.1kg

Previous club: Wigan Academy (Cadishead Rhinos) 
Representative honours: Ireland 

Wigan Debut: vs Hull FC (H), prop forward (sub) (scored 

one try), lost 22-23 at the DW Stadium, 25/02/2019

PROFILE

• The 19-year-old started his Rugby League career at amateur
club Cadishead Rhinos and was given a trial with Wigan,
after impressing a local amateur coach at Wigan St. Judes
ARLFC who informed the Warriors Academy about him.

• Whilst on trial he caught the train from Salford and cycled to
training every morning to make it in on time. At the same
time, he played for the Wigan Warriors Education team.

• Stand-out performances for the Under-19s led to him being
signed up permanently by the Warriors in 2017.

• He spent two years in the Academy and became a double
Under-19s Grand Final winner.

• Was awarded the 2018 Wigan Warriors Official Supporters
Club ‘Riversiders’ Player of the Year.

• Previously played for the Wigan Reserves and Championship
side Swinton Lions on dual registration.

• After spending pre-season with the first team, Byrne made
his Wigan debut at the end of February 2019 and scored his
first try for the Club against Hull FC at the DW Stadium.

• Overall, in 2019, he made 14 appearances under Adrian Lam
and became a real force in Wigan’s forward pack.

• Internationally, Byrne has Irish heritage and has previously
played in the 2018 European Championships. He featured in
World Cup qualifier matches for the Irish atthe end of 2019 –
helping his side to reach the 2021 tournament with a victory
over Italy.

• Signed a new four-year deal in January 2020 to remain at the
DW Stadium until 2023.

• 2020 proved to be another solid season for the young prop
forward, making 11 appearances and scoring one try. Byrne
gained the first silverware of his career late in the season, as
Wigan lifted the League Leaders’ Shield.

A rising star in the forward line, Liam Byrne has excelled 
in the last few years and has become a serious contender 
for a consistent starter in Adrian Lam’s first team.



HONOURS

League Leaders’ Shield: 2020

2021 SQUAD NUMBERS

HARRY SMITH 
Sponsored by
SOL PV Group

No.20

FACT FILE

Position: Scrum half

Date of birth: 25/01/2000

Heritage number: 1099

Height: 5ft 8 

Weight: 82kg

Previous club: Wigan Academy (Halton Farnworth 

Hornets)

Representative honours: England Knights

Wigan Debut: vs Catalans Dragons (H), scrum half (sub) 

(scored one try), won 46-12 at the DW Stadium, 06/09/19

PROFILE

• A former St. Judes ARLFC junior, Widnes-born Smith joined
Wigan’s Scholarship system as a 14-year-old from Halton
Farnworth Hornets.

• The half back’s rise through the Academy saw him become
captain of the Under-19s, as well as a three-time Grand Final
winner (2017, 2018 and 2019) and the 2018 Under-19s Player of
the Year.

• Smith was influential as he captained England’s Academy
side to a 2-0 series win against Australia in December 2018.

• In 2019, the scrum half joined Swinton Lions on loan in the
Championship, as well as playing for Wigan’s Under-19s.

• He made his first team debut for Wigan in September 2019,
coming off the bench and scoring a try in a 46-12 win over
Catalans Dragons at the DW Stadium.

• After a special season, Smith was rewarded internationally,
with a call up to the England Knights squad for the first time
and started in the halves in the 38-6 international fixture win
over Jamaica in October 2019.

• Smith impressed in his first full season in the first team in
2020, making 17 appearances, scoring four tries and
converting two drop goals. His injection of creativity
throughout the campaign helped Wigan to their first
League Leaders’ Shield since 2012.

A three-time Academy Grand Final winner, Harry Smith 
impressed in his first full season in 2020 – making 17 
appearances and scoring four tries.



HONOURS

League Leaders’ Shield: 2020

2021 SQUAD NUMBERS

ETHAN HAVARD 
Sponsored by
Fisher German Priestner 

No.21

FACT FILE

Position: Prop forward

Date of birth: 26/10/2000

Heritage number: 1097

Height: 6ft 3

Weight: 101.7kg

Previous club: Wigan Academy (Wigan St. Patricks 

ARLFC) 

Representative honours: 
Wigan Debut: vs Wakefield Trinity (H), prop forward 

(sub), won 46-16 at DW Stadium, 18/07/19

PROFILE

• Havard was born in Sofia, the capital city of Bulgaria, as his
parents worked there at the time – his mother was a nurse
and his father worked in telecommunications.

• Born as Joseph Ethan Havard, his name is part of a family
tradition, as his father is called Joseph Kieron Havard and his
grandad is called Joseph Brian Havard.

• When Ethan was six-months-old, his family moved back to
England in Bath, before moving to Wigan a few years later –
where his father, Kieron, is from.

• He first got into Rugby League at the age of five as his father
was a coach at Wigan St. Patricks ARLFC – Ethan started
playing for the Under-7s team when he was six-years-old.

• After being approached by Wigan, Havard joined the Club’s
Scholarship system half-way through 2016.

• He played the full second year in 2017 and was awarded The
Riversiders (Wigan Warriors Supporters Club) Under-16s
Player of the Year.

• In 2018, he moved up to the Under-19s level in Wigan’s
Academy and played a part in the Grand Final winning
squad that beat Leeds Rhinos 14-6 at the DW Stadium in
September.

• After stand-out performances in 2019, the 6ft 3 forward
made his professional debut for the Club in the 46-16 win
over Wakefield Trinity in July.

• Havard became a double Academy Grand Final winner
when he started at prop in the 22-10 triumph over St Helens
at the DW Stadium in September.

• In two years playing for the Under-19s, he made 42
appearances and scored 16 tries.

• After a fine half of the 2020 campaign playing for the first
team, Havard signed a new deal with the Club in September
2020, committing his future to Wigan until the end of the
2022 season, with an option for a further year in 2023.

• Havard impressed in his debut season as a full professional,
making 11 appearances before having his season cut short
with an ankle injury. He picked up the first silverware of his
career with Wigan’s League Leaders’ Shield success in
November.

• The 2020 season ended with personal success too, with the
young forward being named Wigan’s Young Player of the
Year at the Club’s End of Season Awards Night.

A 19-year-old prop forward who was born in Sofia, Bulgaria 
before growing up in Wigan to later join the Club’s 
Academy where he would progress to the first team.



HONOURS

League Leaders’ Shield: 2020

2021 SQUAD NUMBERS

JAKE BIBBY 
Sponsored by
Alcedo Care 

No.22

FACT FILE

Position: Centre 

Date of birth: 17/06/1996

Heritage number: 1100

Height: 6ft

Weight: 92.2kg

Previous club: Salford Red Devils

Representative honours: 
Wigan Debut: vs Warrington Wolves (H), centre, won 

16-10 at the DW Stadium, 30/01/2020

PROFILE

• Bibby is a 23-year-old centre who was born in Wigan.

• He is a former Orrell St. James ARLFC junior.

• A versatile player who can operate on the right wing, centre
or at second row as seen in his five years at Salford Red
Devils.

• He made his professional debut for Salford in September
2015 against Hull KR in the old Super 8s Qualifiers.

• In 2016, he went on loan at North Wales Crusaders and
Oldham RLFC where he played three times at each club. He
also featured in six games for Salford that year.

• A year later, Bibby played 17 times for Salford, scoring six
tries and also went on loan at Halifax RLFC and made three
appearances.

• In 2018, he rocked up the most games he has played in a
single season, featuring in 26 in all competitions, scoring 11
tries.

• His best season to date came in 2019, as he made 29
appearances and scored 17 tries.

• Bibby played in all five games for Salford against Wigan in
2019 and went on to feature in Salford’s first ever Super
League Grand Final at Old Trafford. Overall, he made 79
appearances for Salford.

• After his consistent impressive performances, Bibby signed
for Wigan on a two-year deal during the 2019 campaign.

• Bibby would go on to be a consistent figure in Wigan’s 2020
side, making 19 appearances and scoring five tries. His
versatility saw the Wiganer play a number of roles in the
back line throughout 2020, and his performance
undoubtedly helped the Club in lifting the League Leaders’
Shield in November.

A Wiganer who returned to his hometown club in 2020 
and went on to play in a second consecutive Betfred Super 
League Grand Final.



HONOURS

League Leaders’ Shield: 2020

2021 SQUAD NUMBERS

MITCH CLARK  
Sponsored by 
Bernard & Benjamin Lloyd 

No.23

FACT FILE

Position: Prop forward

Date of birth: 30/03/1993

Heritage number: 1103

Height: 6ft

Weight: 108.2kg

Previous club: Castleford Tigers (Leigh Centurions – 

Loan)

Wigan Debut: vs Toronto Wolfpack (H), sub, won 32-10 at 

DW Stadium, 13/02/2020

PROFILE

• Clark was born in Pontefract, West Yorkshire – the same
town as where fellow teammate Zak Hardaker is from.

• He is of New Zealand heritage, but he was born in England
whilst his father, Trevor, was playing for Bradford Northern
after stints with Leeds Rhinos and Featherstone Rovers.

• In 2015, Clark made his professional Rugby League debut as
he debuted for Doncaster RLFC. He went on to make 23
appearances and scored three tries for the Yorkshire Club.

• The forward followed in his father’s footsteps in 2016 when
he joined Bradford Bulls and made his debut for against
Whitehaven. He played 24 times for the Bulls, scoring four
tries.

• A year later, he signed for Hull KR on a one-year-deal. He
made 15 appearances for the Robins and played once on
loan at York City Knights.

• In 2018, Clark joined Castleford Tigers on a two-year deal and
featured 20 times for Darrell Powell’s side.

• He repeated his dad’s career path again as he played six
times for Featherstone in 2018, whilst on loan from
Castleford.

• Clark signed for Wigan midway through 2019 on a three-year
contract – starting from 2020. He had a brief loan spell at
Championship side Leigh Centurions to conclude 2019.

• Made nine appearances in his debut season for the Warriors,
helping the side to their first League Leaders’ Shield since
2012.

An experienced prop forward who joined Wigan on a 
three-year deal in 2020



HONOURS

Super League: 2018

League Leaders’ Shield: 2020

2021 SQUAD NUMBERS

CHRIS HANKINSON  

No.24

FACT FILE

Position: Centre

Date of birth: 30/11/1993

Heritage number: 1088

Height: 6ft 1

Weight: 93.2kg 
Previous club: Swinton Lions

Representative honours:
Wigan Debut: vs St Helens (H), centre, lost 6-14 at DW 

Stadium, 19/07/2018

PROFILE

• Hankinson is a former junior of Ashton Bears. He began his
career at Salford Red Devils before moving to Leigh
Centurions.

• He impressed in a loan spell at Barrow Raiders and signed
for Swinton Lions where he established himself as one of the
lower league’s finest backs.

• The centre joined Wigan in July 2018 on a two-year deal
from Swinton.

• Hankinson scored his first try for the Club in his second
appearance against Catalans Dragons at the DW Stadium,
but his season was cut short after suffering an eye injury in
the 25-20 win.

• He returned to the side in 2019 and went on to make 18
appearances, scoring two tries and converting 16 goals. His
consistent performances saw him rewarded with a one-year
contract extension in June.

• During his time with the Warriors, Hankinson has also
played in the Championship for Swinton on dual
registration.

• With stiff competition in the centre positions, he made three
appearances and converted three goals in the 2020 season
which saw the Club lift the League Leaders’ Shield.

• On 31st December 2020 it was announced that Hankinson
would join Betfred Championship side London Broncos on a
year-long loan deal for 2021.

A powerful and athletic running back who is currently on 
loan at Betfred Championship side London Broncos.



HONOURS

Super League: 2018

League Leaders’ Shield: 2020

2021 SQUAD NUMBERS

JOE SHORROCKS
Sponsored by
Netstar 9 Childcare  

No.25

FACT FILE

Position: Loose forward 

Date of birth: 25/11/1999

Heritage number: 1095

Height: 6ft 

Weight: 87.5kg

Previous club: Wigan Academy (Wigan St. Patricks 

ARLFC)

Wigan Debut: vs Wakefield Trinity (A), second row (sub), 

lose 30-20 at The Mobile Rocket Stadium, 12/04/19

PROFILE

• Born in Billinge, Shorrocks grew up in Wigan and went to St.
Peters High School in Orrell.

• He balanced his love for football and cricket, as he turned to
Rugby League – playing for amateur club Wigan St. Patricks
ARLFC.

• Shorrocks signed for the Wigan Scholarship system in 2014
and progressed immensely in the Under-16s and Under-19s
teams as a loose forward.

• Not only playing for Lancashire’s and England’s youth sides,
he was a member of the successful England Academy who
beat Australia 2-0 in the 2018 series.

• After making 20 appearances and scoring five tries for
Wigan’s Under-19s team in 2018, the back rower was part of
the Academy Grand Final winning side against Leeds Rhinos
at the DW Stadium.

• He made his senior debut for Wigan in April 2019 as he came
off the bench against Wakefield Trinity.

• Continuing to play for the Under-19s throughout 2019, he
played 18 games, scored six tries and featured in the Grand
Final victory over St Helens at the DW Stadium.

• In his debut full season in the first team in 2020, Shorrocks
provided an important role of the bench, making seven
appearances in total. He tasted success for the first time as
the Warriors lifted the League Leaders’ Shield.

Before deciding to fully concentrate on Rugby League, 
Shorrocks played for Preston North End Football Club 
Academy as well as Lancashire County Cricket Club.



HONOURS

League Leaders’ Shield: 2020

2021 SQUAD NUMBERS

KAI PEARCE-PAUL 
Sponsored by
Learn with Dave   

No.27

FACT FILE

Position: Second row

Date of birth: 19/02/2001

Heritage number: 1109

Height: 6ft 5 
Weight: 100.9kg

Previous club: London Broncos (Croydon Hurricanes)

Wigan Debut: vs St Helens (H), sub, lost 0-42, at the AJ 

Bell Stadium, 29/09/2020

PROFILE

• Born in Bromley in south-east London, Pearce-Paul played
his amateur Rugby League at Croydon Hurricanes.

• He joined London Broncos’ Academy and has previously
played against Wigan in Under-19s fixtures.

• The back rower impressed with a string of commanding
performances whilst playing for the Broncos’ Under-19s side,
as well as representing Lancashire in the Academy Origin
series.

• He signed a four-year deal with Wigan at the end of 2019.

• The forward is currently studying at the University of Central
Lancashire (UCLan), studying a Sports and Exercise Science
degree.

• Made his Wigan debut in a much-changed side off the
bench in a 0-42 defeat to St Helens at the AJ Bell Stadium in
September 2020.

A 6ft 5 youngster who joined Wigan on a four-year deal in 
2020 and is studying at University whilst playing for the 
Cherry and Whites.



HONOURS

League Leaders’ Shield: 2020

2021 SQUAD NUMBERS
No.28
SAM HALSALL 
Sponsored by  
Pet Shack Pet Deli   

FACT FILE

Position: Centre 

Date of birth: 18/08/2001

Heritage number: 1104

Height: 6ft 1

Weight: 87.3kg 

Previous club: Wigan Academy (Shevington Sharks 

ARLFC)

Representative honours: England Academy  

Wigan Debut: vs St Helens (H), wing, lost 0-42, at the AJ 

Bell Stadium, 29/09/2020

PROFILE

• Born in Lancaster, Halsall moved to Orrell at a young age
and grew up in Wigan.

• He went to the same school as fellow teammate Joe
Shorrocks, who was in the year above him at St. Peters
Catholic High School.

• After being inspired by his dad who encouraged him to take
up Rugby League, Halsall joined Shevington Sharks ARLFC
at the age of six.

• At amateur level, he played at full back and then moved into
the halves. After signing for Wigan’s Scholarship system in
2016, he played on the wing and at full back, before moving
into centre in the Academy.

• In his first season playing for the Under-19s team in 2018, he
made 13 appearances, scoring four tries. He went on to
become a Academy Super League winner after appearing in
the Grand Final 14-6 win over Leeds Rhinos at the DW
Stadium.

• In 2019, Halsall progressed in the Under-19s and cemented a
permanent place in the side, scoring eight tries and
converting 13 goals in 19 games.

• He started at centre in Wigan’s fifth straight Academy Grand
Final appearance and helped the Warriors to their third
consecutive title and tenth in the last 12 seasons, following
the 22-10 victory over St Helens at the DW Stadium.

• Making a name for himself on the big stage, Halsall has
scored a try in each of the last two Academy Grand Finals for
Wigan.

• Whilst playing within Wigan’s Academy system, the 6ft 1
centre represented Lancashire four times in the Origin series
against Yorkshire.

• Halsall made his professional debut for the Club in
September 2020, appearing in a much-changed Wigan side,
losing 0-42 to St Helens at the AJ Bell Stadium.

After a fast progression in Wigan’s Academy with two 
Grand Final winning medals to show for, Halsall is now part 
of the Warriors first team.



HONOURS

League Leaders’ Shield: 2020

2021 SQUAD NUMBERS

JAMES MCDONNELL  
Sponsored by
MCC Warrington   

No.29

FACT FILE

Position: Second row / Centre

Date of Birth: 12/01/2000

Heritage number: 1106

Height: 6ft 1

Weight: 98kg

Previous Clubs: Wigan Academy (Wigan St. Judes 

ARLFC)

Representative Honours: England Academy 

Wigan Debut: vs St Helens (H), centre, lost 0-42, at the AJ 

Bell Stadium, 29/09/2020

PROFILE

• Born in Wigan.

• Started playing Rugby League when he was five-year-old at
St. Judes ARLFC and stayed there for 11 years.

• Signed for Wigan in 2014 and played two years in the
Scholarship system.

• Went on to play three years in the Academy, playing in two
Grand Final wins.

• Played for England Academy in 2018 and was part of the
team that beat the Australian Schoolboys 2-0 in a two-game
series.

• Joint top try scorer in the 2019 Academy team – scoring 19
tries in as many games.

• Made his professional debut for the Club in 2020 in a
much-changed Wigan side against St Helens in September,
going down 0-42.



HONOURS

League Leaders’ Shield: 2020

2021 SQUAD NUMBERS

UMYLA HANLEY  
Sponsored by
Newburgh Foods   

No.30

FACT FILE

Position: Full back

Date of Birth: 05/03/2002

Heritage number: 1105

Height: 6ft

Weight: 82kg 

Previous Clubs: Wigan Academy (Shevington Sharks 

ARLFC)

Representative Honours: England Under-16s and 

Under-18s 

Wigan Debut: vs St Helens (H), full back, lost 0-42, at the 

AJ Bell Stadium, 29/09/2020

PROFILE

• Born in Wigan.

• Son of Wigan legend Ellery Hanley.

• Started playing Rugby League when he was six-years-old for
Shevington Sharks – up until he was 18.

• Signed for Wigan’s Scholarship system in 2016.

• Was named the Under-16s Player of the Year in 2018.

• Played one season in the Under-19s Academy where he won
the Grand Final and was Wigan’s joint top scorer with 19
overall.

• Made his first team debut for the Club in September 2020,
starting at full back in a much-changed Wigan side who
were defeated 0-42 by St Helens at the AJ Bell Stadium.



HONOURS

Steve Prescott Man of Steel: 2019

Super League Dream Team: 2019

League Leaders’ Shield: 2020

2021 SQUAD NUMBERS

JACKSON HASTINGS  
Sponsored by
Ian Parkinson   

No.31

FACT FILE

Position: Stand off

Date of birth: 04/01/1996

Heritage number: 1102

Height: 6ft

Weight: 98.3kg

Previous club: Salford Red Devils 

Representative honours: Great Britain  

Wigan Debut: vs Warrington Wolves (H), stand off, won 

16-10 at the DW Stadium, 30/01/2020

PROFILE

• Hastings was born in Wollongong, New South Wales in 1996 and
has an English descent through his grandmother.

• He is the son Kevin Hastings, who played 239 games for Sydney
Roosters between 1976 and 1987. The Kevin Hastings Stand, at
the Sydney Football Stadium, which is the Roosters’ stadium,
was named in his honour.

• In 2013, Jackson played for the New South Wales Under-16s and
Under-18s teams and was selected for the Australian Schoolboys.

• In August 2013, the stand off signed for Sydney Roosters and
followed in his father’s footsteps as he made his debut against
South Sydney Rabbitohs in 2014.

• Hastings played with Warriors head coach Adrian Lam’s son,
Lachlan, in the Under-19s Sydney Roosters squad in 2016.

• In 2015, he played for Australia’s junior team and appeared for
the New South Wales Under-20s team.

• A year later, he signed a two-year contract at Manly Warringah
Sea Eagles starting in 2017, as he scored a try on his debut
against North Queensland Cowboys.

• In July 2018, Hastings joined Super League having signed for
Salford Red Devils and he was instrumental in saving his side
from relegation.

• In 2019, he made 29 appearances for Salford, scoring eight tries
and providing 36 assists. He was also second in the Super
League chart for most metres made by a player in the season,
making 3,763m overall.

• After signing a pre-contract agreement with Wigan to join the
Club in 2020, Hastings went on to guide Salford to their first ever
Grand Final appearance at Old Trafford – just five days before
being named the 2019 Steve Prescott Man of Steel at the Super
League Awards. He was also named in the 2019 Betfred Super
League Dream Team.

• He has become a leading example off the field in Rugby League,
becoming an ambassador for the Learning Disability Super
League.

• After an outstanding season for Salford and having an English
heritage through his grandmother, Hastings was played for the
Great Britain Lions and featured in all four games on the 2019
Tour of New Zealand and Papua New Guinea in October and
November.

• In a high-performing debut season for the Warriors in 2020, he
made the joint most appearances of any Wigan player (21),
scored nine tries and created 19 assists.

• His consistent role in the halves helped Wigan to their first
League Leaders’ Shield

A stand-out performer in Super League for the last three 
seasons, 2019 Steve Prescott Man of Steel Jackson Hastings 
signed a new one-year deal with Wigan for the 2021 season.



HONOURS

League Leaders’ Shield: 2020

2021 SQUAD NUMBERS

BEN KILNER   
Sponsored by
The Riversiders
Supporters Club  

No.32

FACT FILE

Position: Prop forward

Date of birth: 11/05/1999

Heritage number: 1108

Height: 6ft 5 

Weight: 113.5 kg

Previous club: Wigan Academy (Oulton Raiders)

Wigan Debut: vs St Helens (H), sub, lost 0-42, at the AJ 

Bell Stadium, 29/09/2020

PROFILE

• Born in Normanton, Wakefield.

• First got into Rugby League after playing rugby union at
Normanton Junior School.

• Played for Oulton Raiders amateur club for ten years after
joining in 2005.

• Signed for Wigan’s Scholarship system in 2015.

• Featured in the 2017 and 2018 Academy Grand Final wins.

• Restricted to games in his Academy/Scholarship career
because of numerous injuries, including two shoulder
reconstructions.

• Played on loan at Dewsbury Rams (five appearances) and
Rochdale Hornets (six appearances) in 2019 for two months
each.

• Joined Toronto Wolfpack in February 2020 but did not play
for the Canadian club because of the Covid-19 lockdown.

• After returning to Wigan, he made his Betfred Super League
debut post-lockdown in a 0-42 defeat to St Helens in
September.



HONOURS

League Leaders’ Shield: 2020

2021 SQUAD NUMBERS

AMIR BOUROUH    

No.33

FACT FILE

Position: Hooker

Date of birth: 05/01/2001 

Heritage number: 1096

Height: 5ft 6

Weight: 84.5kg 

Previous club: Wigan Academy (Siddal ARLFC) 

Wigan Debut: vs Salford Red Devils (A), hooker (sub), won 

30-26 at AJ Bell Stadium, 22/04/19

PROFILE

• Yorkshire-born Bourouh played for Halifax-based amateur
club Siddal ARLFC as a junior.

• Bourouh played alongside current Wigan teammate Morgan
Smithies at Siddal and grew up with him on the Rugby
League amateur stage.

• In 2015, the hooker signed for the Warriors’ Scholarship
system at the age of 14.

• His development in the Academy saw him represent
England’s Under-16s side.

• He made 36 appearances and scored 13 tries in two years
(2018 and 2019) playing for Wigan’s Under-19s side.

• After making his debut for the first team in April last year,
Bourouh went on to become an Academy Grand Final
winner in September after coming off the bench to play a
part in the 22-10 triumph over St Helens at the DW Stadium.

• Bourouh’s dynamic and explosive runs from dummy half has
resulted in him becoming a firm part of the Club’s plans for
the future.

• In his debut season as a full professional, he made three
appearances for the Warriors in a season in which they lifted
their first League Leaders’ Shield since 2012.

• On 28th January 2021, it was announced that Bourouh had
joined Halifax Panthers on a season-long loan

A 20-year-old hooker who is currently on loan at Betfred 
Championship side Halifax Panthers.



COACHING STAFF

ADRIAN LAM 
Sponsored by
Blue Sky Plumbing

HEAD COACH

ASSISTANT COACH

A former Warrior, Adrian Lam has 
steeped himself in Cherry and 
White folklore after making 119 
appearances between 2001 and 
2004, scoring 44 tries as a half 
back.

He has also played for Sydney Roosters and represented 
Papua New Guinea and Queensland. 
Lam returned to Wigan in October 2018 to replace Shaun 
Wane as head coach.

In 2020, he guided Wigan to its first League Leaders’ Shield 
in eight years, was named the Betfred Super League Coach 
of the Year and led the Club into its 11th Grand Final and an 
amazing match against St Helens at the culmination of a 
very difficult season for Rugby League and all sports due to 
the Covid-19 pandemic. In that stunning Grand Final, Lam 
became the first person in Super League to have both 
played for and been the head coach of the same team in 
Grand Finals.

At the end of the campaign, Lam signed a one-year 
extension to stay on as head coach for the 2021 season. 
Having been Wigan boss for two years, he now leads an even 
stronger Wigan Warriors squad into 2021 with the intention 
and opportunity to win major trophies in his third year.

JOHN WINDER
Sponsored by Morris of Coppull  

John Winder joined the Warriors coaching staff in 2011 as 
head of youth after spending three years with Melbourne 
Storm in a community and coaching position.

A former service area coach and Wigan Warriors development 
manager, Winder guided Wigan Warriors Under-19s to Grand 
Final success in 2013 and has played a vital role in helping so 
many young players move on into the first team.

He was promoted to the position of junior assistant coach in 
2014 and worked alongside Paul Deacon and Shaun Wane, 
using his strengths in developing players and fulfilling his 
passion for nurturing home grown talent right through to the 
top level of Super League.

He is now assistant coach to Adrian Lam for the first team.



COACHING STAFF

ASSISTANT COACH
MATT PEET 
Sponsored by Lotto Agents  

Matt Peet has spent over ten years at the Club, working in a 
range of coaching positions with the Academy, Reserves and 
now first team.

He coached the England Academy for four years including tour 
of Australia in 2016.

At the end of 2018, Peet left his position as Warriors head of 
youth to join Sale Sharks as head of performance.

He returned to Wigan in May 2019 as assistant coach with the 
first team, tasked primarily with coaching defence.

ASSISTANT COACH
SEAN O’LOUGHLIN  
Sponsored by Dave Berry    

After an illustrious 19-year career with his hometown club, Sean 
O’Loughlin is now assistant coach for the first team.

O’Loughlin played 459 games and won ten major honours with 
Wigan. The one-club man and captain hung up his boots at the 
end of his 19th season as a Rugby League professional in 2020.

Revered by colleagues and opposition players with many pointing 
to him as one of the modern greats, O’Loughlin has been one of 
the most respected, consistent and inspirational players of the 
Super League era and captain of both club and country. 

He led the Club to its first major titles in eight years, winning the 
League Leaders’ Shield and the 2010 Super League Grand Final, 
before going on to win another eight major honours, including 
the 2013 double and the historic World Club Challenge title in 
2017. 

O’Loughlin was named in the Super League Dream Team a record 
seven times.

HEAD OF PERFORMANCE
IAN BENTLEY 
Sponsored by Create HYPE    

Ian Bentley has spent ten years at the Club and is now the 
new head of performance for the first team.

He started as an intern at Wigan while completing his MSc in 
sport science. Combining his part-time various roles as 
Scholarship strength & conditioning coach and Academy 
strength & conditioning coach, Bentley had a position at the 
University of Central Lancashire as the course leader for the 
BSc in strength & conditioning degree. During that time, he 
gained a PhD in Applied Sports Biomechanics. 

Now working full-time as head of performance for the Warriors 
first team, Bentley brings a wealth of experience with him 
having been an accredited strength & conditioning coach 
through the UKSCA for more than eight years. He has also 
previously worked in football, tennis and Paralympic sport.



COACHING STAFF

WELFARE MANAGER
TOM FITZPATRICK  
Sponsored by 

The Finch Family   

Tom Fitzpatrick has a number of different roles working for the first 
team, including welfare manager, strength & conditioning coach and 
Covid-19 officer.

Fitzpatrick has been at Wigan for over eight years. He spent six years 
working with the Club’s Academy system before moving to the first 
team in 2018. During that time, he gained a BSc and MSc in strength & 
conditioning from the Club’s partner university, UCLan. 

His time in the Club’s Academy was spent as head of Scholarship 
strength & conditioning and assisting with the Academy and Reserve 
teams. Fitzpatrick moved to work with the first team in 2018 as a 
strength and conditioning coach. 

In 2019, he also took over as head of player welfare at the Club, which 
involves looking after the players’ mental wellbeing, helping to plan for 
life after rugby and educational needs.

At the 2020 end of season awards, he was awarded Clubman of the 
year – an award for somebody who has gone the extra mile, the unsung 
hero of the season. In what has been a really difficult year to navigate 
both on and off the field, the award was presented to Fitzpatrick, who 
had picked up the responsibility of Covid-19 officer when the pandemic 
struck. His tireless efforts ensuring and enforcing the correct protocols 
within the Club, and ultimately keeping the team and staff safe, made 
him a worthy winner.

NUTRITIONIST 
DARREN MARSH   

After working as the head of strength and conditioning for both the 
Women’s team and Academy side, Darren Marsh is now Wigan’s first 
team nutritionist.

Previous to working in Rugby League, Marsh spent over eight years in and 
around different professional sports like boxing, MMA, tennis and football.

In 2017, he joined Wigan as rugby engagement officer for the Community 
Foundation. In the same year, he worked as a strength and conditioning 
coach for the British Army Rugby team on the tour of Australia. 

A year later, he became head of strength and conditioning for the Warriors 
Women in their inaugural Super League season, where they won the 
Grand Final. 

Marsh, who has a First-Class Honours degree in strength and conditioning 
after graduating at the University of Central Lancashire, went on to 
become the head of strength and conditioning for the Warriors 
Scholarship and Academy in 2019, which saw the Under-19s win the 2019 
Grand Final. 

This year sees Marsh as the first team’s sport scientist and nutritionist. He 
has an MSc in Sports Nutrition and his current role includes providing the 
players with nutrition support and making sure players are optimally 
hydrated during and after training. He also provides nutritional education 
to the Scholarship and Academy squads. Relating to sport science, Marsh 
takes charge of the GPS, which tracks each players’ movement 
throughout a session or game, providing coaches with useful data – not 
only about the session or game but also individual player statistics



COACHING STAFF

HEAD OF ANALYSIS 
DANIEL BLUNDELL  

Daniel Blundell has been at the Club for just over a year as he 
leads the statistical analysis for the first team.

His role includes providing statistical analysis of individual 
player and team performance, in-depth opposition statistical 
and video analysis, and statistical and video feedback of trends 
within the team’s key performance indicators. 

Blundell also records and analysing training sessions and 
provides live match statistical and video analysis.

HEAD OF YOUTH 
DARRELL GOULDING  
Sponsored by

Riversiders Supporters Club     

After being part of the first team coaching staff in 2020, former 
Wigan winger Darrell Goulding now oversees the youth 
development at the Club.

After learning his trade as an assistant coach for the Academy, 
Goulding became the head coach for two years and won the 
Under-19s Grand Final in both 2018 and 2019. 

He has since coached the Reserves team and managed the 
younger players in the first team squad and their progression. 

Now in his new role as head of youth, Goulding manages players 
progression and pathways from entering the Club at Scholarship 
level to becoming a first team player.

HEAD OF PHYSIOTHERAPY 
JACK STOPFORD  
Sponsored by CTU Services      

Jack Stopford has worked at Wigan Warriors for almost 
seven years – working as a physio for the Scholarship team, 
Academy and now first team as head physiotherapist.

After graduating from the University of Liverpool with a BSc 
degree in Physiotherapy, Stopford started his career working 
within the NHS as a senior MSK physiotherapist.

He then joined Wigan in 2014 and started as the lead physio for 
the Scholarship team before progressing through to head 
academy physio. 

Stopford progressed to assistant first team physio in 2017 and 
then midway through the 2020 season he became head 
physiotherapist for the Club.

He is also currently completing a part time MSc in Sports 
Medicine at the University of Central Lancashire.



COACHING STAFF

ASSISTANT
PHYSIOTHERAPIST 
TOM HUANE 

Tom Huane is an assistant first team physio who looks after 
the players’ treatment and rehabilitation.

After working for the NHS, Huane moved to Widnes Vikings 
where he was the lead Academy and assistant first team 
physio. 

He joined Wigan at the start of 2019 where he was the lead 
Academy physio and part of the performance staff that went 
on to win the 2019 Academy Grand Final. 

Midway through 2020, Huane became an assistant physio for 
the first team, where he assists with assessment, treatment 
and rehabilitation of first team players.

FIRST TEAM MASSEUR 
EMMA SCHULTZ 

Emma Schultz is set to work in her eighth season at the 
Warriors as first team masseur..

She assists the physios and works with the medical team, as well 
as delivering soft tissue solutions to help maximise player 
recovery from training and playing. 

Her role also includes assisting in players’ rehabilitation 
programmes and helping restore muscle function in order to 
optimise high performance. 

Schultz is also in the final year of studying a part-time 
physiotherapy degree at the University of Salford.



BETFRED SUPER
LEAGUE 2021 FIXTURES

 

LEIGH CENTURIONS
26TH MARCH (8:15PM K.O.), 
EMERALD HEADINGLEY 
STADIUM 

WAKEFIELD TRINITY
1ST APRIL (6PM K.O.), TOTALLY 
WICKED STADIUM

LEEDS RHINOS
15TH APRIL (7:45PM K.O.), 
EMERALD HEADINGLEY 
STADIUM 

CASTLEFORD TIGERS
22ND APRIL (6PM K.O.), DW 
STADIUM  

HULL FC
29TH APRIL (7:45PM K.O.), DW 
STADIUM 

LEIGH CENTURIONS, 
13-16TH MAY (K.O. TBC), LEIGH 
SPORTS VILLAGE

SALFORD RED DEVILS
20TH-23RD MAY (K.O. TBC), AJ 
BELL STADIUM 

CATALANS DRAGONS
27-30TH MAY (K.O. TBC), STADE 
GILBERT BRUTUS 

HUDDERSFIELD GIANTS
10-13TH JUNE (K.O. TBC), JOHN 
SMITH’S STADIUM

R
1

R
2

R
3

R
4

R
5

R
6

R
7

R
8

R
9

HULL KR
17-20TH JUNE (K.O. TBC), DW 
STADIUM  

WAKEFIELD TRINITY
24-25TH JUNE (K.O. TBC),
MOBILE ROCKET STADIUM

WARRINGTON WOLVES
1ST-2ND JULY (K.O. TBC), DW 
STADIUM 

ST HELENS
4-5TH JULY (K.O. TBC), TOTALLY
WICKED STADIUM

HUDDERSFIELD GIANTS
9-11TH JULY (K.O. TBC), DW
STADIUM

WAKEFIELD TRINITY
22ND-25TH JULY (K.O. TBC), 
DW STADIUM

WARRINGTON WOLVES 
29-30TH JULY (K.O. TBC),
HALLIWELL JONES STADIUM

LEIGH CENTURIONS
1ST-2ND AUGUST (K.O. TBC), 
DW STADIUM 

R
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R
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R
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R
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R
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R
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R
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R
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SALFORD RED DEVILS
6-8TH AUGUST (K.O. TBC), DW
STADIUM

HULL KR
12-15TH AUGUST (K.O. TBC), HULL 
COLLEGE CRAVEN PARK

ST HELENS, 19TH-22ND
AUGUST (K.O. TBC), DW 
STADIUM  

LEEDS RHINOS
26TH-27TH AUGUST (K.O. TBC), 
DW STADIUM 

CASTLEFORD TIGERS
30TH AUGUST (K.O. TBC), MEND-
A-HOSE JUNGLE  

WARRINGTON WOLVES 
5TH SEPTEMBER (K.O. TBC), ST 
JAMES’ PARK 

HULL FC
9-12TH SEPTEMBER (K.O. TBC),
KCOM STADIUM

CATALANS DRAGONS 
16-19TH SEPTEMBER (K.O. TBC),
DW STADIUM

R
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R
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R
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R
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R
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R
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R
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DAY-TO-DAY
Each day, players and staff must complete a daily Covid 

wellbeing screening to report any symptoms or 

temperatures that flag out of the ordinary. This has to be 

completed before players enter to the training ground and 

staff are always at the gate to double check temperatures 

on arrival. If a player is above the given threshold then they 

are sent home to isolate and get a Covid test. Once 

temperature checked they enter the training ground and 

go into a one-way system with face masks on at all times 

other than in the gym and rugby training. 

On entering the training ground players are then tested 

twice per week with a lateral flow test which involves an 

uncomfortable swab in the nose for 5-10 seconds. Once 

tested players are sent out for 15 minutes while the results 

process. Once everyone has the green light, training can 

begin. 

Inside, players are spaced out across an 80-metre indoor 

running track. There are indoor changing rooms in the 

newly developed training ground, but these cannot be 

currently used as they are not suitable for social 

distancing. For now, players have a chair and a box to keep 

their belongings in – separate from others. Each morning, 

they use their individual spaces to prepare themselves 

with foam rolling and pre-hab.

TRAINING
Once the day begins players are split into skills and gym 

groups and within each of these there are restrictions that 

have to be followed. In the gym, players are podded up 

and are assigned specific equipment for their group in 

order to reduce the risk of close contacts having to isolate 

in the case of a positive result. Between each use players 

wipe down equipment and staff use motorised sprayers to 

make sure all the equipment is disinfected between each 

group. In skill sessions players are outside again in pods for 

any closer contact type drills. 

Regular breaks are scheduled in training to make sure 

hands and equipment can be disinfected to stop any 

spread of Covid-19. 

LUNCH AND LEAVING SITE
Where possible players are socially distanced and close 

proximity is tracked by GPS to record the distance between 

each player. At lunch, players sit on their individual pegs with 

takeaway-style dishes prepared individually to limit any spread. 

After lunch, players go on the field for a team session. Before 

this there would usually be a team meeting, but these are too 

high risk so are done virtually through Zoom or outside in a 

socially distanced way. 

During the outdoor session, same restrictions from the 

morning’s skill sessions are observed. These protocols have 

become second nature to players now and everyone adheres to 

them.

Once training has finished, players have showers which have to 

be taken in a socially distanced manner – with the mentality of 

‘getting in and out’. 

After all players have left the site, Robin Park Arena staff move 

in. As well as cleaning throughout the day, the site is deep 

cleaned for three hours at the end of each day by a team of 

dedicated cleaners. 

These protocols have managed to contain Covid-19 as well as 

possible thus far, but with new variants on the rise they have to 

be reviewed constantly. With the Prime Minister’s ‘roadmap’ 

out of lockdown announcement and the possibility of fans 

returning to stadia from mid-May, there is light at the end of 

the tunnel.

COVID-19 CLUB PROTOCOLS
The Covid-19 pandemic has changed life for everyone – beyond what anyone could imagine over the last 12 
months, and Rugby League has been no different. With the country currently in national lockdown, there 
are day-to-day implications on what a ‘normal’ pre-season looks like. 

With social gatherings usually playing a key part of bonding a squad, the impact of Covid has seen restrictions 
put in place at our high-performance training ground at Robin Park Arena. 

TOM FITZPATRICK  
Welfare manager 
& Covid-19 club officer
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